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CABIO Internet Bidding Exemption

Commercially Available Bundled Internet Option

• Schools and libraries seeking “Commercially-Available Business Class Internet 
Services” are not required to file a Form 470

• Commercially Available means that it is publicly available to non-residential 
customers (such as enterprise, small business, or other government 
customers) in the same form and at the same rates that it is offered to schools 
or libraries
– In layman’s terms, this means an internet service that is available on a vendor’s 

website for its business customers.
– Typically only Cable-Modem, DSL, or FIOS Internet Service

• Minimum speeds must be 100 Mbps downstream and 10 Mbps upstream
• Cost must be $3,600 or less annually (pre-discount)

– Cost must be per-building and cannot be averaged across multiple buildings
– $3,600 includes any installation costs, equipment rental, taxes and fees

The CABIO option is geared toward small libraries and small non-public 
schools using cable modem-type services



CABIO Internet Bidding Exemption

• If your service qualifies for the CABIO Bidding Exemption, you can skip the 
Form 470 (competitive bidding form) and go straight to the Form 471 E-
rate application form!

• Form 471 application window is typically open from mid January – mid 
March

• The following pages show what data to enter on the Form 471 when using 
CABIO

• Schools and libraries seeking “Commercially-Available Business Class 
Internet Services” are not required to file a Form 470



M-T-M Funding Requests

Click on “Add FRN” to begin.
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M-T-M service means there are no contract terms.  You pay for the service 
monthly, and you can cancel at any time, without penalty.  This may be for 
monthly hotspot service for your bookmobile or kiosks, or

CABIO Internet Access (commercially available service such as DSL).  To 
qualify, the bandwidth must be a minimum of 100MBx10MB, and the 
monthly recurring cost per site cannot exceed $300.  



Funding Requests

Enter a nickname for 
the FRN.

Choose “No” for 
MTM.

Do not select 
“Copy FRN”

“Data Transmission and/or Internet Access” will auto-populate.        
Click on “Continue”
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Funding Requests

Choose Month-to-Month. Because MTM does not have a contract, you would not 
have uploaded a contract beforehand. However, MTM services , such as cellular 
data plans for a bookmobile, require you to file a Form 470 annually, so we still 
need to provide the Form 470 information on the next screen. Click on “Continue.”

BUT: If this is for CABIO service (a minimum of 100MBx10MB IA, and 
monthly cost does not exceed $300/site), a Form 470 is not required!!  

For any MTM service, be prepared to provide a copy of a current bill 
during PIA review to prove the cost and service provided.
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Establishing Form 470

Enter the number of bids received and select “Yes” to indicate a Form 470 was filed, if 
applicable.  Click on “Search”  for your Form 470 and check the box to the left to 
choose the form that includes the service type requested. 

If CABIO, and no Form 470 was filed, select “NO”, and enter “0” for the number of 
bids since you can’t leave the field blank.  7



Choose Service Provider

Enter your account number if known (but it’s not required) and then search for your 
Service Provider.  It’s easiest to search by their SPIN.  Click on “Search”.  Check the box 
to the left of the Provider. Once completed, click on “Continue”
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Funding Requests

The Service Start Date will auto-populate for the start of  FY2026.  
Enter the Service End Date.  The date cannot be after 6/30/2027 
for month-to-month service.  Click on ”Continue”
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Indicate if there is a restriction prohibiting publication of the pricing for this 
contract.  This is typically “No”.  If “Yes”, you must state the type of restriction 
(State Law, Local Rule, Court Order, Contract with Restrictive Terms), and 
upload Restriction Document.                                          

Click on “Continue”.
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Funding Requests



Funding Requests

Select “No” and click on ”Continue”
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Funding Request Narrative

Provide a narrative to describe the service and choose the 
preferred invoicing method.

Click on “Save & Add/Manage FRN Line Items”.
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Adding FRN Line Items

Begin by clicking on “Add New FRN Line Item” to add cost information.
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Product/Service Details 
– Hotspot Example

Select the “Purpose”, “Functions”, and “Type of Connection” 
then click on “Save & Continue”.  
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Bandwidth Speeds 
– Hotspot Example

Enter Bandwidth Speed Information, indicating if the bandwidth is burstable, 
then click on ”Continue”.

Again, if you are unsure of the information, contact your Service Provider
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Product/Service Details 
– CABIO Example

Select the “Purpose”, “Functions”, and “Type of Connection” 
then click on “Save & Continue”.  
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Bandwidth Speeds 
– CABIO Example

Enter Bandwidth Speed Information, indicating if the bandwidth is burstable, 
then click on ”Continue”.

Again, if you are unsure of the information, contact your Service Provider
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Connection Information

Provide Connection Information and firewall inclusion. When done, click on 
”Continue”.  For hotspots and CABIO service, answer “Yes” for the first question and 
“No” for the second one.

Note: The system will not allow you to answer “Yes” to both questions displayed in 
the left-hand column above.  If you do, you will receive an error message.  
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Cost Calculations

Enter cost 
information.  Fields 
cannot be left 
blank.  If there is 
no cost, enter zero.

“Cost” is listed per 
unit.  The “Monthly 
Quantity” indicates 
the total number 
of units included in 
the service, such as 
the number of 
circuits.  The table 
calculates the total 
costs.

When completed, click on “Save & Continue”
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Manage Recipients of Service

Indicate which entities will receive service for this line item and click on 
“Add”.  Click on “Save & Continue”.  Selected recipients will be listed, 
click on “Save & Continue” again to see FRN info . 20

For a hotspot, if you don’t have a bookmobile 
listed as an entity or it’s used for remote 
programs, select the Main Library



Adding FRN Line Items

When done adding line items, click on “Save & Continue” to see 
completed FRNs.
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